Cultivated wildrice is grown on about
20,000 acres in Minnesota. Though
some wildrice fields are still planted with
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maturity, growers should favor varieties
of early to medium maturity. For flexi-
bility in harvesting, plant varieties resis-
tant to shattering, disease and lodging.

Varieties

Franklin — Medium height, medium to
early maturity. More resistant to shatter-
ing than K2, Petrowske Bottlebrush or
Voyager, especially re-
taining more seed when

harvest is delayed. Re-
leased 1992 by Minn. AES.

K2 - Medium height, early to medium
maturity and medium to high yield. De-
veloped by Kosbau Brothers in 1972.

Petrowske Bottlebrush — Medium
height, medium to late maturity and
high yield. Up to 50 percent of plants

yield. High shattering resistance and
lodging resistance. Consists of heteroge-
neous panicle types, most of which have
some degree of purple at full flowering.
Medium plant height. Medium-late ma-
turity, flowering several days to a week
after K2 and Petrowske Bottlebrush. Re-
leased 2000 by Minn. AES under a li-
censing agreement.

Voyager - Short to medium height,
early maturity and high yield. Should
mature a few days earlier than K2. De-
veloped by Minn. AES, released in 1983.
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Yield, Shattering Lodging FBS Yield, Lodging FBS Yield, Lodging FBS  Yield, Shattering Lodging FBS
Variety Lb/Acre % Score  Score  Lb/Acre  Score Score  Lb/Acre Score  Score Lb/Acre’ %2 Score3 Score
Franklin 1,160 23 2.6 52 1870 35 39 884 2.1 45 1182 23 2.5 47
K2 1,261 20 18 47 1,801 30 45 846 18 44 1219 20 2.0 46
Petrowske
B 1083 2424 56 2015 35 56 569 25 65 1075 24 26 59
E‘m‘fke 131 2 16 39 1914 25 35 819 14 39 14 2 16 38
Voyager 970 25 2.5 58 1248 35 46 547 20 5.6 889 25 25 54
LSD 5% 202 4 04 0.7 613 09 09 235 04 0.8 158 4 0.3 0.5
Years 98-99-  98-99-  98-99- 98-99- 00 98 98-00 00-01 99-00- 99-00-

00-01 01 01 00-01 01 01

T Adjusted to 40% moisture. 2 Expressed as a percentage of shattered seed plus grain yield per unit area. 3 Using a 1-5 scale where 1=stems completely erect,
3=stems averaging 45° angle, 5=stems prostrate. 4 Fungal Brown Spot rating using a 1-9 scale where 1=no significant disease lesions and 9=completely sus-
ceptible (dead).




